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^TsHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY .8 SET TO EXPIRE 1 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. ^ ^ ^ ^ may g repty be timeiy filed 

" eamS^Smadiuslment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1)H Responsive to communication(s) filed on I ff -January 2001 . 
_ TU . ,. lcC | M *i 2b)El This action is non-final. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) 1-70 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) D Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

7) Q Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

m Claims HQ are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9)Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

The proposed drawing correction filed on is: ^approved b)D dtsapproved. 
12)Q The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

a)D All b)D Some*c)D None of. 

1 n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

14)D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e). 
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(1) Detailed Action 

1 . This application is a 371 of PCT/NL97/00345. For applications filed under 371, PCT 
Rules for lack of unity apply. 

2. This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which are not 
so linked as to form a single general inventive concept. Under PCT Rule 13.1 the following 
combinations of claims of different categories are permissible and restriction to one of the 
following combiantions is required. 

The Groups are as follows: 

Group I: Claims 1, 4-12, 15-17, 20-24 are drawn to peptides exhibiting antagonistic activity 
directed against IL-6, and their methods of use. 

Group II: Claims 13-15 are drawn to an antibody against peptides exhibiting antagonistic activity 
directed against IL-6. 

Group III: Claims 18-19 are drawn to a diagnostic assay comprising a peptide exhibiting 
antagonistic activity directed against IL-6. 

Group IV: Claim(s) 2, 25-37, 39-41, 44-48 are drawn to peptides exhibiting antagonistic activity 
directed against the a or p chain of the IL-6 receptor and methods of using them. 

Group V: Claim(s) 37-39 are drawn to an antibody against peptides exhibiting antagonistic 
activity directed against the a or p chain of the IL-6 receptor. 

Group VI: Claim(s) 42-43 are drawn to a diagnostic assay comprising peptides exhibiting 
antagonistic activity directed against the a or p chain of the IL-6 receptor. 

Group VII: Claims 3, 49-58, 61-63, 65-70 are drawn to peptides exhibiting antagonistic or 
agonistic IL-6 activity and methods of using them. 

Group VIII: Claims 59-61, drawn to antibodies against peptides exhibiting antagonistic or 
agonistic IL-6 activity. 

Group IX: Claims 64-65, drawn to a diagnostic assay comprising peptides exhibiting 
antagonistic or agonistic IL-6 activity. 
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These inventions listed as Groups I-IX do not relate to a single inventive concept 
under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule 13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special 
technical features for the following reasons: 

The special technical features of Groups I, IV, and VII are considered to be the peptides 
exhibiting (i) antagonistic activity directed against IL-6 and methods of using them; or 
(ii) antagonistic activity directed against the a or p chain of the IL-6 receptor and methods of 
using them; or (iii) antagonistic or agonistic IL-6 activity and methods of using them 
respectively. 

Accordingly, Groups I, IV, and VII are not so linked by the same or corresponding 
technical feature as to form a single general inventive concept. 

Furthermore, Groups II-III also contain claims not so linked to form a single general 
inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1. For example: methods of using peptides to make 
antibodies in Group II are not considered to possess the same technical feature as methods of 
diagnostic assays as in group III and therefore these groups exhibit lack unity of invention. 
In a similar manner, groups V-VI and VIII-IX corresponding to groups I and IV respectively, 
lack the same technical feature in that the peptides (groups IV and VII), antibodies to peptides 
(groups V and VIII), and diagnostic methods using peptides or antibodies (groups VI and IX) are 
not so linked to form a single general inventive concept. 

The inventions I-IX do not meet the requirements for Unity of invention for the following 
reasons. The inventions do not share the special technical feature which defines a contribution 
which each of the inventions makes over the prior art. Several of the peptides are known to be 
of interest as diagnostic markers for in vitro use, or for therapy for in vivo use, or for antibody 
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preparation. Thus the same peptides have patentably distinct uses which are not related and 
hence a search for one would not reveal art for another. 

Furthermore, Applicants are required to specify one specific polynucleotide or 
polypeptide sequence for examination. This requirement is made in view of 1 192 O.G. 68 Notice 
(November 19, 1996), as the examination of more than one sequence in one application would 
result in an undue burden on the PTO. Based up on this requirement, no matter which invention 
is elected Applicants are required to elect a single peptide of specific SEQ ID NO for 
examination purposes. 

Applicant is advised that the response to this requirement to be complete must include an 
election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be traversed. 

Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected invention, the 
inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1.48(b) if one or more of the 
currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim remaining in the 
application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by a petition under 37 
CFR 1.48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1.1 7(i). 
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Advisory Information 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sarada C Prasad whose telephone number is 703-305-1009. The 
examiner can normally be reached Monday - Friday from 8.00 AM to 4.30 PM (Eastern time). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Yvonne Eyler, can be reached on (703) 308-6564. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding's assigned is 703-308-0294. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-0196. 

Sarada Prasad, Ph.D. 
Examiner Art Unit 1646 

May 7th, 2001 9/ 
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